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     We lost my wonderful sister Judith 
Lynn Petty Feb. 7th 2008. She grew up in 
Parkersburg West Virginia and died in the 
place she called home. This day has 
changed are family’s life forever. We are 
honored that we have been able to keep 
Judy’s story alive in hope for a miracle, a 
miracle that would bring justice to her 
death.

     Judy only chose to take a walk that 
day but somebody chose to take her life. 
Judith’s remains were found in our family 
farm in the basement of a cellar house. In 
a place she would have never been. The 
whole farm was burnt to the ground.

     This place growing up was a safe 
haven where we were raised, a place 
safe from the outside world. A place we 
called home. Judy loved this farm it was 
a place she would go to once in awhile to 
revive her spirit, her soul and bring back 
wonderful childhood memory’s, a place to 
roam.
 

     This should not have been her final 
resting place. A man admitted picking her 
up on a country road, he also admitted 
dropping her off at the bottom of the hill 
to the farm. Somebody trespassed on 
this beautiful farm, somebody crossed 
the line _____ somebody’s footprint was 
left in the mud up the hill on the farm. 
This proves that Judy was not alone.

     Judy had big brown eyes and curly 
hair. She had a way of making your day. 
She was very quiet and shy to the 
outside world. But she expressed herself 
in other ways. Her laugh would make you 
laugh her tears would make you cry. One 
big thing everybody remembered about 
Judy was her smile it would brighten your 
day. She lived a very simple life loved 
people, loved life and did not take 
anything for granted. She never asked for 
much from others, but did a lot for others. 
She was at her happiest when she could 
help others, but frustrated when she 
couldn’t. Judy was wise beyond her 
years. She knew little acts of kindness 
would go a long way in hopes to brighten 
others days. She loved the earth and 
what you could do with her hands plant a 
garden and watch it grow. Plant flowers 
and watch them bloom. She shared her 
garden with other’s by passing out food 
from the garden and she would give 
flowers off the trees from her yard. To the 
elderly neighbors, friends, and family, it 
was to her a simple act of kindness. She 
loved children but never got the chance 
to have any of her own.

                    Con’t on page 4

Judith Lynn Petty
By her Sister
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Who We Are
The majority of the board members of Citizens
Against Homicide have had a family member 
murdered.  They are surviving the devastating
loss of a loved one and still suffer the continued 
emotional  trauma of coping with our criminal
justice system.  We have joined together to create
a voice for the survivors and friends of murder 
victims.

CAH Objectives
Assist families through the complicated criminal
justice system.

Provide trial and courtroom support to victims.
Accompany victims to parole hearings in their 
endeavor to keep the convicted murderer in prison.
Provide information on pending crime legislation.

Protecting Your Own Interests
You can’t prepare for the event that makes you a 
victim. You can only react.  You need to know
how to deal with the subsequent trial, sentencing 
and unavoidable parole hearings.  CAH helps you 
take action to protect your own interests.

If you have friends or family who may be in need 
of our assistance, please pass along the information
regarding our organization.

Location for Meetings
We hold monthly meetings on the second Sunday
of each month at 302 4th Street, San Rafael, CA
The monthly meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. We 
encourage anyone interested to attend meetings.
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     As I prepare this months Newsletter, I must say, I 
have been overwhelmed by some of the most 
beautiful letters and calls and emails from so many of 
you.
     We here at CAH realize you are many and you 
come from different areas of our lives. There are 
those that Jane and I met while traveling, or at 
conferences, or victims family members and their 
detectives that Jane and or I have spoken to over the 
years. I would love to have the ability and time to call 
each of you and thank you personally for your kind 
words and your words of encouragement and 
especially when you share some of your own 
thoughts and feeling’s of Jane. I want you to know 
that all of your words do help. All of your letters and 
notes have been kept and it is easy for me to go to 
them and reread when those more difficult moments 
come into my day.
     Now is also time for me to thank all of you that 
have taken this opportunity to make a donation to 
CAH in Jane’s memory. It is greatly appreciated and 
trust me it will be put to good use. It will go directly to 
helping the victims as Jane would want it.

Thank you, each and every one of you for believing in 
CAH and for continuing to be a part of helping us to 
make a difference!   

Remember CAH members are available to write 
letters to keep your murderer in prison when coming 
up for a parole hearing. Try to contact us 45 to 60 
days before the parole date. You can find the State 
of California schedule of paroles by going to the 
CAH Website at www.citizensagainsthomicide.org 
and looking on our Important Links page. The link is-
www.cdcr.ca.gov/Division_Boards/BOPh/hearing_scgedyke.html

A Few Words From Jan

CITIZENS AGAINST HOMICIDE - MARCH 2009
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LETTERS

February 4, 2009

To Citizens Against Homicide
P.O. BOX 2115
San Anselmo, CA 94979

     This letter is a follow up to first thank everyone who sent in letters to the San Quentin State 
Prison Board recommending that they deny Ray Del Sims also known as David McGown 
parole. At his scheduled parole hearing on January 22, 2009 Mr. Sims was denied parole and 
will not be allowed another parole hearing, per Marcey’s law for another fifteen years!

Sincerely

Edna Herstein
Janet’s mother

CALIFORNIA BRIEFING

February 6. 2009

     Sacramento
Death sentence upheld in killing of officer!

      The California Supreme Court on February 5, 2009 unanimously upheld the death sentence of a 
man convicted of killing a West Covina police officer more than two decades ago.

     Michael Anthony Jackson was sentenced to death in 1984 for the fatal shooting of Officer Kenneth 
Wrede. A federal appeals court later overturned the sentence on the grounds that Jackson’s lawyer 
inadequately represented him during the penalty phase of the trial. The penalty phase was retried, and 
Jackson was again sentenced to death in 2002.

     Jackson objected to the 2002 sentence on a variety of grounds, including charges of prosecutorial 
misconduct. During the retrial, a prosecutor told jurors to think how they would feel if someone they 
loved was left to die “in a gutter” like the officer, “choking on his blood.” The state high court said the 
prosecutor’s comments were permissible under the law.

-Maura Dolan

NOTE: CAH extends it’s heart felt sympathy to the Wrede Family who have endured the very worst of 
our criminal justice system. Ken and Maryanne you both have our love and hugs.

CITIZENS AGAINST HOMICIDE - MARCH 2009



4 CITIZENS AGAINST HOMICIDE - MARCH 2009

VICTIM PROFILE
- con’t from page 1

      That did not stop her from living life with and thru her niece’s and nephews. She was the best aunt you 
could ever have. She had so much love to give them and taught them how to make things with their hands. 
She taught them to love, taught them to do little acts of kindness for others. She lived her life through the 
eyes of a child. She began helping our grandmother because she needed lots of help as she got older, Our 
Grandmother became bed ridden. Judy did not want Grandma in a nursing home so Judy did everything she 
could to keep her at home.

     We all have a purpose in life. Great or small we can make our world a better place by reaching out to help 
others. A little act of kindness goes a long way. We can all make a difference in this world we call home. If 
everyone could only imagine how life could be. No hate, no crime, no pain, only beauty justice and grace.

I miss my sister, I miss my best friend and I would give anything to have just 5 more minutes with her. Her 
laugh was just as contagious as her smile. I love her so much. Judy had that magic touch, she knew how to 
touch other’s lives and that was worth leaving behind. She was an ordinary person who lived life out loud in 
an extraordinary way by loving her family, friends, neighbors and lending an extra hand. She was and is a 
great example of what we can all do in this world. Leave a legacy in the lives of those we love, Believe in 
leaving acts of kindness along the way. Look around and look at the future were building for our children. 
What are we teaching our children? The reality is that most of us will never affect the world, never give a 
message of hope and love. So maybe if people believe in the possibility we could create a beautiful place, a 
safer place, and a place we can call home. Change the future for our children one moment at a time, one act 
of kindness at a time. We can make a difference by reaching out to others. When someone’s world is 
crumbling you could be his or her rock. When someone has been crippled by the disappointments of life you 
could help bring back life. Giving hope makes a difference. And that my friend is really worth leaving behind. 
If everyone does this, maybe our greatest life is yet to come.

     This profile is to touch others just like Judy did. If anyone out there knows anything or saw anything or 
heard anything or has any information about Judy’s death Please call the Wood County West Virginia Sheriff 
Dept Homicide Unit at (304) 424-1834  
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Sample parole
opposition letter.

This sample address is
for California. Be sure to

use the address as directed
in each individual Parole request

Write 
Today!

Today’s Date

Jim Davis, Chairman
Board of Parole Hearings
P.O. Box 4036
Sacramento, CA 95812

Re:    (Convict’s Name)
         (CDC# or ID# Number)

Please DO NOT grant a
parole date to the 
aforementioned convicted
murderer.
The heinous nature of this 
crime should preclude this
prisoner any consideration.

Thank you,

Your Name
Address
City/State/ZIP

Dear Friends,
     I’m coming to you for help once 
again in keeping a vicious murderer, 
Mark Koper in prison.
     On March 10, 1990 Mark 
murdered his wife, Tammy Crossley 
[Koper], who was six months 
pregnant, in front of their seventeen-
month-old daughter, Bethanie. The 
couple had gotten into an argument 
while they were out for a family drive 
in Frederick County, Virginia. Koper 
claims that he accidently shot his 
wife as they struggled for his gun. 
But investigators  revealed that 
Tammy was shot in the back of the 
head from at least three feet away. 
After he shot his wife, he placed her 
body in the trunk of the car and 
drove to Fauguier County, Virginia, 
where he dumped her body in a 
wooded area.
     He then proceeded home to clean 
the car and clothing, and prepare 
dinner for his daughter and one of 
his girlfriends, along with her nine-
month-old son. She ended up 
spending the night. The next day 
Koper filed a missing person report 
with the Front Royla Police 
Department.
     A man stopped to relieve himself 
and found Tammy’s body five days 
later. Koper plead guilty to first 
degree murder. He was sentenced to 
sixty years in prison on first degree 
murder, charged with two years for 
felonious, and use of a firearm. 
Koper has served less than eighteen 
years in prison. And because of his 
conviction pre-dates Virginia’s Truth-
In-Sentencing Law, he is eligible for 
parole once again, this will be his 
sixth time. Help keep Mark Koper [a 
killer] in prison.

MURDERER:
Mark Alan Koper
ID:#183116

SEND LETTERS TO:
Virginia, Parole Board
6900 Atmore Drive
Richmond, VA 23225

COPY TO:
Eleanor Crossley
304 Longview Ave
Mingo Jct., OH 43938

     Please write a letter to tha 
parole board by March 29, 2009 
telling them that you feel Mark 
should not be granted parole this 
time or any other time in the future. 
Please ask for the preferted 
hearing.
     Thanks once again for all your 
help and support in this matter. 
Your kindness is truly appreciated.

Sincerely, 
Eleanor Crossley
and family
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All Contributions Are Tax Deductible
Membership/Contribution Form

Name:

Organization:

Address:

City:

Home Phone:

Work Phone:

State:

Fax:

Fax:

Zip:

Please enroll me as a member of Citizens Against Homicide.  My $50.00 membership fee provides me voting privileges and newsletter.

Instead, accept my $_________ contribution in support of Citizens Against Homicide and its efforts. March 2009  Newsletter


